
"The 
great leaders 

are l ike the best 
conductor s - they 

r each beyond the notes 
to r each the magic in 

the players." 
--Blaine Lee 

Issue VI Fall 2017

Our  Voice
Imagine, Int egr at e, Educat e 

# DACADREAMERS

Tabl e of  cont ent s:

FEATURED STUDENT :

STay Connect ed!

@Pr isonerReentr yInsti tute

@JohnJayPRI

@Pr isonerReentr yJJ

Featured Students 1, 2
Students Contr ibutions 2, 3

Event Highlights 1
Calendar  Events 4
Staff Introductions 3 
Puzzles 4

Announcements 4

In September  2017, the Trump 
administr ation announced that i t w i l l  
take action to r escind or  r epeal the 
Defer red Action for  Chi ldhood Ar r ivals 
(DACA), putting many undocumented 
youth at ser ious r isk of depor tation. 
DACA was an executive immigration 
policy created by President Barack 
Obama in June 2012 that al lowed 
undocumented immigrant youth who 
entered the U.S. as chi ldren a two-year  per iod of sanctuar y from depor tation and 
el igibi l i ty for  work permits. The goal of this pol icy was to give undocumented youth 
oppor tuni ties to attend school and work in the U.S., as well  as time to work on a path 
towards ci tizenship. The policy i tself  was extr emely controversial. Those cr i tical of 
DACA argue that the legislation is unconsti tutional and that President Obama 
overstepped his boundar ies by creating such a policy through executive order. Recent 
arguments against DACA, by the Trump administr ation, claim that DACA recipients 
and other  undocumented immigrants were r esponsible for  increasing r ates of 
cr iminal activi ty in the U.S. I t has been proven that DACA recipients are not singular ly 
r esponsible for  cr iminal activi ties in the U.S. Additionally, in order  to be el igible for  
DACA status, youth must not have a cr iminal r ecord. The Trump administr ation's 
announcements in favour  of r epealing DACA were met w ith f ier ce r esistance and 
backlash by activists, organizations, law yers, businesses, and the DACA "Dreamers" 
themselves. Cur rently, Dreamers have six months to r enew  their  immigration status 
in the U.S. The Trump administr ation has left i t to Congress to make a defini te 
decision on the future of DACA.

GAIL LOCKHART

Gail Lockhar t r ecently began 
pursuing her  master?s degree at 
the Si lberman School of Social 
Work at Hunter  College. She 
expressed that whi le i t is a 
challenging exper ience, i t is sti l l  
one that she is humbly grateful 
for. With the help of her  ?family? 
at College Ini tiative, Gai l  made the 
leap for  her  master?s after  earning 
her  bachelor?s degree from the 
College of New  Rochelle 20 years 
ago. Gai l  has been par t of CI since 
2016 and also par ticipates in the 
CI Peer  Mentor ing Program. 
Through the mentor ing program, 
Gai l  has met many inspir ing 
people. Because of her  posi tive 
exper ience in the mentor ing 
program, Gai l  hopes to become a 
mentor  her self  so that she can 
give back to her  peers and inspir e 
others. Despite her  demanding 
schedule, Gai l  manages to f ind the 
time to care for  her  elder ly 
parents and often spends time 
w ith her  niece and niece?s chi ld. 
Through her  manager ial work at 
Youth Oppor tuni ty Har lem, Gai l?s 
passion for  youth r ights and 
youth empowerment intensi f ied. 
Her  goals for  the future include 
maintaining good health, a 
posi tive atti tude, and obtaining 
her  Master?s in Social Work. Gai l  
wants to encourage individuals 
looking to pur sue their  education 
w ith this message: ?Know  that the 
time is now , make good use of that 
time. You are better  than the 
worst thing you have done.?

On Fr iday September  29, College Ini tiative par ticipated in an event cal led "Breaking 
Bar r ier s to College & Career  Success" at Hostos Community College. At the event, a 
var iety of organizations worked together  to inform par ticipants about the di f ferent 
ser vices and resources our  communities can provide students. The event was a 
community col laboration where r epresentatives from CI got the oppor tuni ty to talk 
to potential new  students about our  work. I t was also an oppor tuni ty for  the CI team 
to learn about di f ferent programs and ser vices that could benefi t our  students. Car los 
Quintana, Dir ector  of College Access at CI, moderated a community workshop dur ing 
the event, and Devon Simmons, a CI student cur rently enrol led at John Jay College, 
was one of the organizer s of the event.

Some of the organizations that par ticipated and work w ith justice involved students 
are: Bronx Defenders, STRIVE International, College & Community Fellowship, 
Osborne Association, and JustLeadershipUSA.

Br eaking bar r ier s t o  col l ege & Car eer  Success
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Devon Simmons has been par t of College Ini tiative for  three 
years and par t of Pr ison-to-College Pipeline for  f ive years. At 
Hostos Community College, Devon was par t of the Justice 
Academy Program where he earned his Associate?s Degree in 
Cr iminal Justice. He is now  working towards his Bachelor?s 
Degree in Cr iminal Justice w ith a minor  in English at John Jay 
College. At John Jay, Devon had the oppor tuni ty to study 
abroad on two occasions. His f i r st exper ience was in Cape 
Tow n, South Afr ica, and his second exper ience was in Havana, Cuba. These 
shor t-term courses abroad were two eye-opening for  him. Devon exper ienced and 
cr i tical ly analyzed the cultural and racial interactions that took place in both 
countr ies. As par t of his analysis, Devon ref lected on the way that Cape Tow n?s 
cr iminal justice system works, and the pr inciples that guide the system. The South 
Afr ican cor rectional system is designed to teach morals to individuals convicted of a 
cr ime, instead of ser ving simply as a form of punishment. The most surpr ising 
obser vation that Devon shared was how  South Afr ica?s cr iminal justice system is 
unl ike the U.S.; victims sometimes have a say in the prosecution process. The public 

prosecutor  is obl igated to ask the victim of a cr ime whether  there could be some form of compensation from the 
perpetrator  instead of going through cr iminal cour t procedural process.

Dur ing his time abroad, Devon cr i tical ly obser ved how  race plays a role in 
these countr ies, par ticular ly in Cuba. He mentions that he was surpr ised to 
see the lack of Black Cuban representation in Havana. He later  learned that 
most of the Afro-Cuban descendants l ive on the east side of the island, which 
he would prefer  to visi t i f  he has another  oppor tuni ty to r eturn. Devon 
talked about the oppression he noticed whi le he interacted w ith locals. He 
said that ?i t felt l ike Cubans were tr apped in time, and the r evolution never  
ended.? Many people are sti l l  scared to talk about the ways in which the 
government is functioning which he deems a form of oppression. 
?Witnessing the ways in which social ism impacts individuali ty there, 
par ticular ly fr eedom of speech is dishear tening.? After  compar ing Cuba's 
cr iminal justice system to the system in the U.S., Devon concluded by saying 
that he believes that Cubans are intel lectually incar cerated as a r esult of the 
r estr ictions that they deal w i th in their  dai ly l ives.

Education 
is most 

power ful weapon 
which you can use 

to change the wor ld. 

- Nelson 
Mandela 

I l lustr ation by a Brookwood Student 

 STudent s take act ion 

I l lustr ation by Er ic Br ight



  

wel coming new staf f  
Meet  THis year  's Social  Wor k int er ns

Meet Alejo Rodr iguez, 
the new  College Ini tiative 
Mentor ing and Alumni 
Coordinator. When Alejo 
was released in July 
2017, he knew  that he 
wanted to continue his 
work w ith 
justice-involved 
students. His 
appreciation for  higher  
education motivated him 
to work w ith 
justice-involved 
individuals on their  
tr ansi tion to col lege. 

He was determined to 
suppor t students as a 

program administr ator , so that he could have a greater  
impact on student success. At CI, Alejo w i l l  be developing 
and super vising the Peer  Mentor ing Program, community 
events, workshops, and oppor tuni ties for  alumni 
involvement. Alejo is not planning to stop there. His goal is 
to impact cr iminal justice education cur r iculum at col leges 
and univer si ties. He wants to integrate the voices of 
justice-involved individuals into the classroom exper ience. 
He knows the power  of education and how  i t can l iberate 
people from insti tutionalized oppression. I f  you are in 
school and would l ike a Peer  Mentor , please contact Alejo 
at 212-292- 6435 and at alerodr iguez@jjay.cuny.edu.

For  the past few  years, CI has col laborated w ith student interns to createpathways from 
cr iminal justice involvement to col lege and beyond. Maciel Lantigua, Rich Nyguen, and 
Lourdes Medina are in their  second year  of their  Master 's of Social Work at the Si lberman 
School of Social Work at Hunter  College. They are completing the r equir ed internship 
component of the degree through their  work at CI. Al l  three students w i l l  complete their  
internships by the end of the spr ing semester  and w i l l  then move on towards graduation. 
Meet Maciel, Rich, and Lourdes below !

Maciel  Lant igua is or iginal ly from the Dominican Republic and moved to the Bronx nine 
years ago. Dur ing high school, Maciel completed internships r elated to social justice which 
inspir ed her  to major  in sociology and obtain a Master 's of Social Work. Maciel is 
passionate about education and enjoys helping students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
to enrol l  in col lege. One of her  r esponsibi l i t ies at CI involves assisting students w ith 
academic and f inancial aid appeals, getting students? loans out of default, and offer ing 
suppor t w i th col lege and f inancial aid applications.

Rich  Nguyen  w ishes to work w ith marginalized youth of color  in low -income communities to advocate for  their  needs, 
greater  access oppor tuni ties and resources, and to ensure their  educational success. Rich is r esponsible for  creating CI's 
weekly bul letin (sent to CI students via emai l) and is also a co-creator  of Our  Voice. Rich is also planning some CI 
community events that w i l l  take place in the spr ing semester. 

Lour des Medina is passionate about working w ith at-r isk youth and combating injustices faced by incarcerated 
individuals. Lourdes works w ith graduate students applying for  master 's programs in NYC. She suppor ts CI's academic 
counseling effor ts at Brookwood Secure Center , and is cur rently creating a calendar  of workshops for  students who are 
incarcerated there. Lourdes has also designed a r esearch project in which she w i l l  study the r esources avai lable and 
accessible to fami ly members of incar cerated individual aimed at ensur ing their  successful r eentr y to society.
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Meet  Al ej o Rodr iguez t he MEnt or ing AND 
Al umni Coor dinat or  

This year , Mar len 
Mar tinez is 
completing par t of 
her  Pinker ton 
Community 
Fellowship at CI. 
Mar len is pur suing 
a Bachelor  of Ar ts 
in Cr iminology, 
w ith a minor  in 
Dispute Resolution 
at John Jay College. 
At CI, Mar len is an 

Academic Counselor  who helps students enrol l  in 
col lege, get their  loans out of default, and submit 
academic and f inancial aid appeals. Mar len 
faci l i t ies workshops and is a mentor  at Brookwood 
Secure Center , where CI suppor ts a col lege 
program for  incar cerated youth. Mar len began her  
involvement w ith youth justice in 2016 and is the 
Vice President of Youth Justice Club, a club that 
educates John Jay students about the issues 
impacting youth populations. Mar len's passion for  
youth justice began when she began at John Jay 
and learned more about the juveni le justice and 
cr iminal justice systems. Mar len is cur rently 
working on a legacy project for  CI, for  which she 
w i l l  conduct r esearch about ways students can get 
involved w ith social action school campuses and 
assist a CI student w ith creating their  ow n club at 
John Jay.

Meet  t he Pinker t on Fel l ow: 
Mar l en Mar t inez



Cal endar

I f  you are interested in being inter viewed or  having your  work featured in the 
newsletter  please contact us at r nguyen@jjay.cuny.edu or  mai l in your  
submissions to:

John Jay College - PRI 
ATTN: EI Student Newsletter

524 W. 59th Street 609B BMW
New  York, NY 10019

STUDENT SUBMISSIONS
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Events l isted are open to al l  
CUNY students unless noted

10/18 ? 2/1 New  York City?s Iconic 
Bui ldings and Br idges - Draw ings 
by Joe Loguir ato. Open to the 
public! Brooklyn College

1/13 Open House - Executive MPA 
Program. Baruch College

1/24 HAVANA...HAVANA!
CUNY Graduate Center  
4:00 - 6:00 pm

2/6 Seminar  in Applied Economics: 
A lecture w ith Boyan Jovanovic, 
NYU Stern. The CUNY Graduate 
Center

2/7 Open House for  Graduate 
Programs at the Austin W. Marxe 
School of Public and International 
Affair s. Baruch College

2/8 Latin Amer ican Li terar y 
Histor y: Continui ties and 
Discontinui ties. The CUNY 
Graduate Center
4:00 - 6:00 pm 

3/9 Affect Theor y and the Histor y 
of Emotions in Ear ly Modern 
England. The CUNY Graduate 
Center
9:30 am - 6:00 pm

4/18 ? 5/16 Melvin Edwards: 
Passages Ar t Exhibi t. Open to the 
public! Kingsborough Community 
College

Sudoku

 Wor d Sear ch 
Flood-Ear thquake- Avalanche- Volcano- 

Tsunami- Land- Storm- Tornado- 
Hur r icane- Lightning-Blizzard

Schol ar ship and Fel l owship 
Oppor t unit ies
Bar r y M. Goldwater  Scholar ship   (For  
more inform, please 
visi t:https://scholar s 
apply.org/bar r ygoldwater /)         
Application Deadline:January 26, 2018

Fund for  Education Abroad 
Scholar ships:                     (For  more 
inform, please visi t: 
http://fundforeducationabroad. 
org/applicants/)                      
Application Deadline:January 10, 2018

Amer ican Association of Univer si ty 
Women (AAUW) Fellowships & Grants 
(For  more inform, please visi t: 
https://w w w.aauw.org/what-we- 
do/educational-funding-and-awards/) 
Application Deadline: January 10, 
2018Selected Professions Fellowships                 
March 15, 2018:Community Action 
Grants

John Jay College Vera Fellowship   (For  
more inform, please visi t: 
https://w w w.jjay.cuny.edu/vera- 
fel lows-program)                Application 
Deadline: March 13, 2018

CUNY Becas Scholar ship Program  
(For  more inform, please visi t: 
http://w w w.lehman.cuny.edu/cuny- 
mexican-studies-insti tute 
scholar ship.php)   

Application Deadline:March 01,2018
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