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College Ini tiative (CI) student Ronald 
Lynch has many things to celebrate, 
including his graduation from City 
College, where he graduated w ith a 
Bachelor s in Paralegal studies, his 
acceptance into New  Jersey City 
Univer si ty where he is studying for  
his Master?s in Business 
Administr ation, and of course, the 
star t of his new  business, Pic a 
Photobooth. Ronald has been a 
member  of CI since 2008 and used 
col lege as an outlet to fur ther  develop 
himself and f ind his passion after  
being r eleased. Ronald?s business has 
been a major  success and is cur rently 
f inding i tself  in a ver y good problem 
of being over  booked and attr acting a 
large demand.  In the process of 
creating his ow n business Ronald 
found that, ?There are l imitations 
that are placed on you when tr ying to 
do this work. I  didn?t want bar r ier s, 
so I created my ow n space where 
there wouldn?t be bar r ier s.?  Ronald 
believes that, ?ever yone deser ves 
second chances ? put yourself  in a 
posi tion to make the most of the 
second chance you?re given. Don?t 
give up on yourself . Don?t think that 
i t?s the end because i t?s not.? We w ish 
Ronald the best of luck on his path to 
his MBA and a continued success 
w ith his business!

RONALD LYNCH

June 25, 2017, New  York City?s Annual Pr ide March

Make the Road shouts "Breaking Wall" on July 10th to 
celebrates their  6th Annual Trans-Latinx March around the 
Jackson Heights Community. An evening of color s where 
"Make the Road" New  York stands strong leading events and 
actions across the ci ty, giving visibi l i ty to their  community 
and celebrating their  diver si ty. They r ise and march 
together  to f ight against tr ansphobia, hate violence against 
their  tr ans and gender  non-conforming sibl ing and f ight for  
the r ights and visibi l i ty of the LGBTOPIA+ community. This 
year  the march focused on sending a message to the 
community that Trans brothers and sister s w i l l  not al low  
any kind of violence. Not only did the Jackson Heights 
community share their  pr ide but so did the hear t of New  
York. This year  thousands of New  Yorkers took actions on 
the str eets of Manhattan waving r ainbow  f lags, and their  
costumes were ever  so color ful.

Ever y year  College Ini tiative comes across many wonder ful 
changes. One of those wonder ful changes is the new  incoming 
Pinker ton Fellows. For  the past two years, College Ini tiative 
has offered the Pinker ton fel low 's the oppor tuni ty to work 
w ith students and their  tr ansi tion to col lege. My name is 
Mar len Mar tinez. I 'm the new  Pinker ton Fellow  at College 
Ini tiative and am so exci ted to be working w ith students this 
upcoming academic year. I  am cur rently an undergrad 
student at John Jay College and major  in Cr iminology and 
minor ing in Psychology. College Ini tiative has introduced me 
to a whole new  wor ld, the work they do for  their  students is 
amazing, especial ly their  outr each. For  the past few  months, 
Anna has been the person who creates our  weekly Bulletin. 
She has shared her  ar tistic talent w ith the CI community and 
is now  guiding me through the process. After  Anna leaves, I 'l l  
pick up where she left off  among other  r esponsibi l i t ies; i t 's 
going to be an exci ting 12-month journey.

OUR NEW FELLOW 
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Teronia Campbell has been a member  of College Ini tiative since 2006. After  r eceiving 
her  Associate's degree from Bronx Community College, Teronia enrol led w ith CI 
around the same time she became a social work student at Lehman College. Recently, 
she celebrated her  graduation from Hunter  College w ith a Master 's Degree in 
Rehabi l i tative Counseling. Teronia has many fond memor ies of College Ini tiative. She 
ref lected on the mentor ing program, and how  someone had met her  on her  terms. She 
explained how  impactful this was, and how  i t inf luenced her  decision to become a 
mentor  to incoming CI students. "I  wanted to do i t because someone did i t for  me," 
Teronia says. "I  mentored people who had just come home. I understood how  i t made 
a di f ference to have someone suppor t you because CI had suppor ted me." Teronia spends most of her  time 
helping other  people. She works to improve her  community by par ticipating in things l ike clothing dr ives and 
works w ith people who are exper iencing homelessness and substance use disorders. Cur rently, Teronia is a 
vocational counselor  w ith a CASAC-T cer ti f icate. She has worked in social ser vices for  over  15 years. Her  
favor i te thing about the work was seeing someone combat the issues they were facing and be thr iving twenty 
years later. Additionally, Teronia has a soft spot for  working w ith mothers and chi ldren; in the future, Teronia 
wants to open her  ow n substance abuse tr eatment faci l i ty for  mothers, and she'd l ike to host suppor t groups for  
chi ldren to express their  feel ings at a young age. "Ever y human being deser ves the oppor tuni ty to change and 
be changed," says Teronia. "I  had no guidance or  role models ? no one to understand me. Now  I understand the 
power  in someone just being able to l isten to you and being w i l l ing to help you. I t?s so impor tant." She explained 
that whi le some obstacles in l i fe may seem l ike a setback, they can actually be a setup to improve your  l i fe. She 
believes that "education has so much power. I t 's something that no one can take away from you; i t 's something 
that you've earned." She thanks College Ini tiative for  suppor ting her  throughout her  success. "With CI, you don?t 
have to do i t by yourself . What seems l ike such a small thing to help someone could be a big turning point in 
their  l i fe. I t?s not always going to be easy, but w ith College Ini tiative?s suppor t, you can get through some of the 
hurdles that you might encounter  dur ing your  journey." Here's to Teronia's continued success! 

This year , College Ini tiative celebrated i ts f i f teenth 
anniver sar y. This year  culminated in a 
r ecord-breaking graduation, featur ing our  
f i r st-ever  Ph.D. graduate. This year , 24 College 
Ini tiative students r eceived their  f i r st, second or  
thir d degrees from four teen di f ferent col leges and 
univer si ties. This br ings the total number  of 
degrees earned by College Ini tiative students to 
314!

The event featured several guest speakers, 
including the Chancellor  of CUNY, and debuted the 
College Ini tiative Fi f teenth Anniver sar y Fi lm - a 
shor t documentar y that highl ighted a few  students and their  journeys to higher  education. 
Additionally, awards were presented to several students, as well  as the dir ector  of the col lege 
program for  young individuals earning their  degrees on the inside. Final ly, for  the f i r st time ever , 
College Ini tiative presented degrees to two young students who earned their  ful l  Associate's degrees 
on the inside. The students' fami l ies accepted their  awards on their  behalf and spoke about how  
meaningful i t was to par ticipate in something as signi f icant as a graduation event. The room was 
packed w ith suppor tive members of the community as each degree recipient addressed the crowd 
w ith jubi lation, holding a plaque w ith their  name and degree engraved on i t. I t was tr uly amazing to 
see the w ide network of suppor t that the College Ini tiative community has fostered. We'd l ike to once 
again congratulate the 2017 graduates, and w ish them all  the best in their  future endeavors!

?My 
energy just 

couldn?t stop 
dancing. I  was 

caught up in the music 
of str uggle, and i  

wanted to dance.?   

-Assata Shakur



3    Event  highl ight s 3
Town Hal l  2017 FInd  Your  Schol ar ship

Feat ur ed staf f : Ebony Maher
Ebony Maher  has been a member  of College 
Ini tiative (CI) since 2012 and obtained her  
Bachelor s in Social Work from York College in 
2016. Ebony began her  time at CI as a student, she 
later  par ticipated in the Peer  Mentor ing program, 
and now  she is an Academic Counselor. Ebony?s 
favor i te par t about the work is, ?giving back to 
the r eentr y community.?  Pr ior  to becoming par t 
of the CI community she was at an alternative to 
high school program for  students and says that at 
this time ?reentr y cal led her? into the work. 
Ebony is loved by many many students at CI and 
shared one of her  favor i te memor ies from last 
year?s CI graduation, where she was ?able to give 
out awards and receive her  ow n.? In the future, 
Ebony hopes to attend graduate school for  her  

Once a year , the College Ini tiative staff  w i l l  invi te 
the community to come and discuss what they are 
enjoying the most about working w ith College 
Ini tiative, and what they would l ike to see more 
of. Twenty students came for  pizza, icebreakers, 
and deep conversation centered around 
improving the ser vices that College Ini tiative 
offer s. The event star ted w ith ever yone getting to 
know  each other  as aspir ations, dreams, and 
classes were discussed. In a large group, di f ferent 
mater ials that College Ini tiative uses (such as the 
College Ini tiative Weekly Bulletin) were 
promoted, as well  as upcoming events such as the 
Fi f teenth Anniver sar y Graduation. Students gave 
their  input as to what they l iked about the events 
offered and gave suggestions as to how  the events 
could r each even more of the community. The day 
ended w ith students and staff  getting into small 
groups and speaking fr eely about what they 
wanted the future of College Ini tiative to look l ike. 
I t was such a pleasure to be par t of a posi tive 
think-space f i l led w ith excellent ideas! We thank 
the students who came out for  providing such 
insightful feedback to enr ich the exper iences of 
our  community.
 

Ever y year , there are more 
than 1,000 of scholar ships 
and award offered 
throughout CUNY and i ts 24 
col leges. Scholar ships are 
grants or  payments made to 
suppor t a student's 
education, awarded on the 
basis of academic or  other  
achievements. Each CUNY schools has a complete 
l isting of al l  the scholar ships and f inancial awards 
they offer  to students. In addition to scholar ships 
avai lable at the CUNY campuses, there are 
thousands of pr ivate organizations that provide 
assistance to col lege students. These scholar ships 
are based on a var iety of factor s. John Jay College 
offer s a scholar ship for  tr ansfer  students who have 
earned a cer tain about of credi t and have 
cumulative GPA of 3.2 at your  previous 
insti tution(s). Coca-Cola Community College 
Academic Team recognizes high achieving two-year  
col lege students who demonstrate academic 
excellence and intel lectual r igor  combined w ith 
leadership and ser vice that extends their  education 
beyond the classroom to benefi t society. You can 
learn more about scholar ships by visi ting 
http://w w w 2.cuny.edu/f inancial-aid/scholar ships/

Master?s in Social Work and w r i te a book. Ebony?s 
message to students is to ?f ind peace, purpose, and 
stabi l i ty in yourself .? CI is for tunate to have Ebony 
as par t of the CI community and thanks her  for  
her  dedication and the love she br ings into CI 
ever y day! 
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CALENDAR  EVENTS 

I f  you are interested in being inter viewed or  having your  work featured in 
the newsletter  please contact us at pr istudentnewsletter@gmail.com or  mai l 
in your  submissions to:

John Jay College - PRI  
ATTN: EI Student Newsletter

524 W. 59th Street 609B BMW
New  York, NY 10019

STUDENT SUBMISSIONS
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Events l isted are open to al l  CUNY students 
unless noted other w ise.

9/29: CUNY-Wide Conference on Academic 
Integr i ty, Keynote Speaker : Sandra 
Jamieson, Drew  Univer si ty. Hostos 
Community College

9/27: Fal l  2017 Career  Fair  
BMCC Center  for  Career  Development is 
hosting their  Fall  2017 Career  Fair.  I t?s a 
great oppor tuni ty for  BMCC students to 
meet w ith prospective employers. Borough 
of Manhattan Community College 

12/15: Celebrate Black Histor y Month With 
Olympic Medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad. 
Queens College 

8/10: Myrna Bain Scholar ship Benefi t 
Concer t! John Jay College

5/11-8/11: New  Exhibi t at Roosevelt House 
on Endur ing Impact of The New  Deal on 
NYC. Hunter  College 

9/17: International Coffee Hour  - Celebrate 
Hispanic Her i tage Month. College of Staten 
Island

6/21-8/20 Ugo Rondinone presents a work of 
ar t by Giorno's husband. Hunter  College 

9/14: Music In Midtow n. The Graduate 
Center  CUNY

9/15: Nursing Program Open House & 
Information Session. The Graduate Center  
CUNY

Sudoku Wor d Sear ch 
Wonder  Women-Beast Boy- 

Batmen -Scare Crow -Nightw ing 
-Cyborg-Flash-Joker  -Red Hood -Solomon 
Grundy -Green Ar row -Lex Luther - Two 
Face-General Zod-Bane -Raven -Shazam

I l lustr ation by Er ic Br ight

MAZE


